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Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note that 
up to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout 
this Paper.  
 
NOTE: When a questions asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE 
and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use 
your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or 
phrases from the passage.  
 
 
1 Explain what the author means by referring to the need to defend the English language 

today as ‘sentimental archaism’ in line 5. 
 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
…………………………………………………………..…………………………………………...[2]

 
 
2 In paragraph 2, why does the author raise the example of a man taking to drink? Use your 

own words as far as possible. 
 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
.……………………………………………………………………………………………..…….....[2] 

 

3 In lines 20–21, why does the author believe that ‘the fight against bad English is not 
frivolous’? Use your own words as far as possible. 
 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
  
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
…………………………………………………………..…………………………………………...[2]

 
 

4 In line 29, why does the author liken English phrases to ‘sections of a prefabricated house’? 
Use your own words as far as possible. 

 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
  
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
…………………………………………………………..…………………………………………...[2]
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5 In paragraph 5, what are the similarities and differences between how people treat the 
words ‘fascism’ and ‘democracy’? Use your own words as far as possible. 

 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………..…….…….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………...……......... 
 
…………………………………………………………..…………………………………………...[2]
 
 

6 Why does the author describe the speaker’s spectacles as ‘blank discs which seem to have 
no eyes behind them’ in lines 45–46? Use your own words as far as possible.  

 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………..…….…….. 
 
....……………………………………………………………………………………………...………. 
 
……………………………………………………..…………………………………………..........[2] 
 

7 ‘One becomes a cuttlefish spurting out ink.’ 
Explain the author’s use of this metaphor in paragraph 8. 

 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………..…….…….. 
 
....……………………………………………………………………………………………...………. 
 
……………………………………………………..…………………………………………..........[1] 

 

8 In paragraph 9, identify three explanations that the author offers for the spread of bad 
usage of language even among people who should know better. Use your own words as 
far as possible. 

 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 
 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 

 
.……………………………………………………………………………………………..…….....[3] 
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9 In line 86, why does the author put the words ‘Achilles’ heel, hotbed, melting pot, acid test’ 
in italics? 

 
……………………………………………………..………………………………………….……….. 

 
.……………………………………………………………………………………………..…….....[1] 

 
 
10 Using material from paragraphs 5–7 only, summarise what the author has to say about how 

the English language is abused in political writing and the problems associated with it. Write 
your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are 
printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.  

 
 
Political writing today  ……….................................................................................................... 
 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

……………………………………………………..………………………………………….………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..………......[8] 
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11 In this article, George Orwell discusses the state of modern English and how it is used 

politically. How far would you agree with his observations? Relate your opinions to your 

own society.   

  
……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 
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……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……… 

……………………………………………..……………………………………………………..…………

…………………………………………………………………………………………..…..………… [10] 
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