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Talk Outline: Admiralty Jurisdiction is quite distinct. Many of its 

fundamental features are not found in other branches of the law, and 
where there is an apparent overlap, is applied in a unique manner. It is 
easy for the novice to be lost in its peculiarities; confused by the shades 
of differences. 
Admiralty Jurisdiction – The Peculiarities & the Charm highlights the 
distinctive features in Admiralty law that makes it peculiar, yet 
charming. The afternoon talk will discuss the source of power of 
the  Court  to exercise the Admiralty jurisdiction; the enforcement of 
rights  in rem and in personam; and the salient points to note in arrests 
of ships, particularly in circumstances of insolvency and arbitration. 

About speaker –SITPAH SELVARATNAM 

Advocate & Solicitor of the High Court of Malaya, Barrister-at-Law, 
Lincoln’s Inn;  Arbitrator. Qualified in 1988 with a First Class Honours 
degree in law from the University of Wales, Cardiff, and in 1991 with a 
LLM from the University of Cambridge.  Conferred a Diploma in 
International Commercial Arbitration by the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators in 2008, upon completion of study at Keble College Oxford.  
Practicing law in Malaysia since 1991, focused on corporate insolvency, 
commercial and shipping litigation and disputes.  Represents diverse 
Malaysian and foreign corporations and commercial interests; including 
shipowners, commodity traders, port operators, Protection and 
Indemnity Clubs, insurers, financial institutions, Malaysia’s national 
asset management corporation, and securities commission.    
Involved in over 100 shipping In Rem and In Personam actions, 
including arrest of ships, charterparty, cargo, international trade, 
documentary credit, marine insurance, and bunkering disputes; and 
collision, shipyard and port claims. Featured in successive editions of 
The Asia Pacific Legal 500 since 2005. Singled out by Shipping & 
Transport International, published in London in 2008, as a significant 
maritime personality.   
 President of the International Malaysian Society of Maritime Law 
(IMSML). Chair of the Shipping and Admiralty Law Committee of the 
Malaysian Bar Council. Chair of the Maritime Committee of the Inter-
Pacific Bar Association (IPBA [2015-2017]). Co-Chair of the International 
Arbitration Committee of the International Association of Defense 
Counsel (IADC). Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) 
and the Malaysian Institute of Arbitrators (MIArb). Member of Panel of 
Arbitrators of the Kuala Lumpur Regional Centre for Arbitration 
(KLRCA), Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC), Singapore 
Chambers of Maritime Arbitration (SCMA). Supporting member of the 
London Maritime Arbitrators Association (LMAA). Regularly appointed 
as Arbitrator in international, regional and domestic references on 
commercial, international trade and shipping disputes.   
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
I would like to register for the event  
Name:   

BC/Petition/NRIC No.:   

Email:   

 Member  Pupil  Non-member (Tick where applicable) 

Name of Firm/Organisation:   

  

Address:   

  

Tel:   Fax:   

Date:   Signature:   

Registration must be accompanied with payment to guarantee your place 
and is on a first-come first-served basis. 
 

Cash/Cheques should be crossed and made payable to: SELANGOR BAR 
COMMITTEE. Direct payment CIMB: 8001949396 
 

Please return this completed form together with the total registration fee to: 
Selangor Bar Committee 
No. 41, Jalan Bola Jaring 13/15, Seksyen 13, 40100 Shah 
Alam, Selangor Darul Ehsan  
Tel: +603 5519 6219  Fax: +603 55199037 
 

The Organisers reserve the right to make any changes deemed to be in the 
best interest of the event. 
 

Fee paid is non-refundable unless the event is cancelled by the Organisers. If 
a participant is unable to attend, a replacement is allowed provided the 
Selangor Bar is notified in writing of the name of the new participant(s) at 
least 48 hours prior to the commencement of the event. 
 

Registration will begin 60 minutes before the event. Please be punctual.  
 

Certificate of attendance will be given upon completion of the whole event 
to participants who have attended until the end of the event. However, 
certificate of attendance shall not be awarded to those participants who 
attend this event after 15 minutes upon its commencement. 
 

Please be advised that certain supplies of goods and services that we make 
may be subject to GST and we are required to levy GST on such taxable 
goods and services from 1 April 2015.  
 

Kindly also note that we reserve the right to implement any necessary 
changes to our policies on goods and services that we may supply or on 
supplies we may receive from vendors. 
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