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Dr. Chandra Prasad Gurung, Country Representative, WWF Nepal 
Dr. Chandra Gurung was the head of WWF's Nepal program for 7 years. He had worked in conservation since 1988. Before WWF, he worked for the National Trust for Nature Conservation. His expertise includes eco-tourism, sustainable development, integrated conservation and development, and protected area management. 

Born in 1949 in the northern mountains of Nepal, Dr. Gurung has a master's degree in rural development planning from the Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok, Thailand and a master's degree in geography from Tribhuvan University. In 1988 he received a PhD in Geography from University of Hawaii. 

Dr. Gurung designed the first community-based integrated conservation and development project - the Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP) - and implemented this as its Director under the aegis of the National Trust for Nature Conservation, which he served as Member Secretary (CEO) from 1992-1994. He was appointed visiting Professor at IUCN Headquarters in Switzerland in 1998, since which we had been the Country Representative of WWF Nepal program. His writings have been published in many national and international books and journals. 

Chandra Gurung Memorial Fellowship
In honor of the late Chandra Gurung and his life-long commitment to conservation, WWF has established a memorial scholarship fund that will provide financial assistance to conservationists from Nepal who wishes to pursue a Master’s degree in a conservation-related field. Recognizing the tremendous loss of leadership with Chandra’s untimely and tragic death, through this fund WWF will help build a new generation of conservation leaders to take on the many challenges facing Nepal in preserving its rich natural heritage.

Benefits

The fellowship recipient will receive Nepali Rupees 482,000 over a period of 2 years to cover tuition, living expenses, books and supplies, and thesis research costs while pursuing a Master’s degree in a conservation-related field at a university in Nepal. Scholars will also have the opportunity to interact with WWF staff on conservation projects in Nepal. WWF reserves the sole right to reduce or split the scholarship amount between deserving candidates if needed.  
Eligibility 

All applicants must be citizens of Nepal to be eligible for a Chandra Gurung Memorial Fellowship. Applicants must have applied or be admitted to a Master's degree program in a conservation-related field at a university in Nepal. Students must begin after July 2018. 
Selection

Chandra Gurung Memorial Fellows are selected through a competitive, merit-based process. A selection committee is convened to review all eligible applications, interview finalists, and select a winner based on the following criteria:

· Professional qualifications as evidenced by previous and current conservation-related positions, references from colleagues in the field, publications, and other sources.
· Leadership through involvement in community, volunteer, and extra-curricular activities, etc.

· Prior academic achievement as shown by grades, academic awards, references from teachers and professors, and so on.

· Motivation and commitment to contribute to conservation in Nepal.
The application deadline for Chandra Gurung Memorial Fellowship is

27th January 2019.
All applications must be emailed, postmarked or hand-delivered by this date.  Applications sent after this date will not be considered.  Please send your completed application to:

Chandra Gurung Memorial Fellowship

WWF Nepal Program Office
Post Box 7660

Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal
OR

Send an email with subject line “Chandra Gurung Memorial Fellowship 2018/19” to:
memorialscholarships@wwfnepal.org
Application Instructions
· Complete all pages of the application form.

· Type your name at the top right corner of each page of the application form.

· Print out the application and sign the "Applicant Agreement.”
· A complete application dossier consists of a 
1. Completed application form

2. Two letters of recommendation 
3. Academic transcripts and certificates 
4. Proof of admission to your academic program if already admitted
5. Any other documents relevant to your application.  See the “Application Checklist” below for more details.

· Make a copy of your application dossier for your records.

· Mail your application to the address on the previous page, along with required and relevant recommended documents listed in the application checklist below or email the scanned copies of complete application dossier to memorialscholarships@wwfnepal.org   
· Applications without required documents will not be considered.

Application Checklist

Required Documents

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Completed application form including the signed Personal Service Agreement and signed Applicant Acceptance Agreement.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Two letters of recommendation from teachers, professors, and/or professional colleagues.  Recommendation letters from family members will not be accepted.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Academic transcripts and certificates.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Proof of admission to the Masters of Science degree program or proof of application to this program.
Recommended Documents

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

University entrance examination results.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

CV or résumé.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Copies of awards or certificates you have received.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Copies of abstracts from published journal articles, research projects, papers presented at conferences, etc., that you have authored.  Do not submit entire documents.


CHANDRA GURUNG MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIP

2018/19 Application Form
Press TAB to move to the next field. 

I. Personal Information

1. Your full name as it appears in official documents:       
2. Last name: 





3. Middle Name:     
4. First name:      
5. Date of Birth (month/day/year): ________________ BS   _________________ AD
6. Sex:
  FORMCHECKBOX 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Others
7. Nationality: 






8. Citizenship No:                           
9. Contact information where you would like to receive correspondence regarding your application:
	Temporary Address

 (if any)
	

	Permanent Address
	

	Contact No. - Residence
	

	Contact No.- Mobile
	

	Other Contact No. (in case the provided numbers are unreachable
	

	Email Address
	

	Skype ID
	


     
II. Academic Program

10. 
Details of Institution I intend to join or have been accepted for admissions.
	I intend to or I am pursuing a Master's of Science degree at:

	Name of Institution
	

	Expected Date of Joining (M/D/Y)
	

	Subject
	


11. What is your current status?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have already begun attending classes. If you are already enrolled and attending classes before July 2018, you are not eligible for a Chandra  Gurung Memorial Fellowship.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have been accepted for admission. If you have been accepted, please include a copy of your acceptance letter with your application.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have applied and I am waiting for an admissions decision. Please submit a copy of the signed page of your university application, if available.

When do you expect an admissions decision (day/month/year)?      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have not yet applied to the university.

     
12. Your degree specialization and/or intended focus of research (10 words or less):      
	


III. Educational and Professional History

13.
Beginning with the most recent institution, list all universities, colleges, and secondary schools attended.

	Institution
	City and Country
	Diploma, Certificate, or Degree earned
	Date obtained
	Major, Degree Subject, or Specialization
	Percentage/CGPA

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


14.
List any foreign languages you speak and rate your conversational ability in each (excellent, good, fair, poor).      
15. Current place of employment (name of organization):      
Full mailing address (street address) of your employer:      
City, state or province, and post code:      
Country:      
Telephone:      
Fax: 
16. Your current job title:      
17. Please describe your current job responsibilities:      
18. When did you begin employment at this organization? (month/year)      
19. Your supervisor’s name and email address:      
20.
Please list previous paid conservation positions you have held. Begin with your most recent position.

	Employer
	Dates employed 

(from – to)
	City and Country
	Position (title)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


      
21.
Please describe previous unpaid conservation positions you have held and any volunteer activities (conservation-related and others) in which you were participated. 

22.
Please list up to five of your most significant awards, publications, or other accomplishment relevant to your application.


1.     
2.     

3.     

4.     

5.     
23. What is your current relationship with WWF?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 current employee

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 former employee

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 current consultant
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 relative of employee
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 work at WWF partner organization
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not affiliated
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 seconded to WWF from a government agency or other organization
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
other (specify) 
     
IV. Essays

24.
Briefly describe why you chose to pursue a career in conservation.  What motivates you to continue your work?
     
25.
Describe your immediate career goals after you complete your academic program.   How will a master’s degree from the Institute/University contribute to your professional goals?

     
26.
Describe a situation that required innovation, creativity, and/or leadership on your part.  What did you do?  What was the outcome?
     
27.
Conservation Essay. Please describe your research interests or field of specialization that you wish to pursue during your academic program. Describe why you are interested in this area and its relevance to conservation in Nepal and/or the Eastern Himalayas region.
     
V. Applicant Agreement

Please print out this page and sign!

Personal Service Agreement

WWF requires all award recipients to work for two years in their home countries or regions upon completion of training or degree to advance conservation efforts. This service obligation must be fulfilled upon completion of your academic degree. Two years of service in volunteer, full-time, or part-time employment qualify for fulfillment of this personal service agreement.  

I understand that if I am awarded and accept a fellowship from WWF, I will incur a two-year service requirement as stated above.

____________________________           ___________________ ________
Signature 






Date

Applicant Acceptance Agreement

If awarded a Chandra Gurung Memorial Fellowship, I agree to keep World Wildlife Fund informed of my contact information and academic progress, and to prepare the required reports after the award period, as may be requested.  I understand that if I fail to maintain satisfactory academic progress or if my conduct is considered prejudicial to the best interests of WWF, my award may be withdrawn and payments terminated.  I agree, upon acceptance of a Chandra Gurung Memorial Fellowship, to allow my name to be published in association with this program and any related sponsors.

I affirm that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all of my statements made in this application and to WWF staff are true and made in good faith.

____________________________         ___________________ __________
Signature 




  

Date

PAGE  
11

