3.1 Regional Studies:Middle East

Course Code: MAPS 568 (1)
Credit Hours: 3
Teaching Hours: 48

This course provides basic information about the state of the Middle East countries: history,
society, economy and politics. Besides, it helps to understand regional cooperation among the
Middle East countries and their relations with the big powers of the world. It also includes
relations between Nepal and the Middle East countries, particularly the remittance based
economic relation.

Objectives:
1. To make students familiar with national, regional and international affairs of the
Middle East countries
2. To impart analytical knowledge to understand the growing role of regionalism and
regional organizations of the Middle East in the present globalized world.
3. To provide knowledge about Nepal’s economic interests in the Middle East

Units: Class Hours
I. Introduction: Country Profile of Middle East Countries 12
1. Geopolitics
2. History
3. Society
4. Economy
I1. Politics of Middle East 10

1. Monarchical states

2. Republic states

3. Religion (Islam) in politics and Rise of Fundamentalism
4. Democracy movements

I11. Regional Forum/Cooperation 10
1. The Arab League
2. OPEC
IV. Middle East and External Actors 12
1. UN
2. USA
3. Russia
4. European countries
5. China and India
6. Arab-Israel War

V. Middle East and Nepal 4
1. Diplomatic Relation
2. Economic Relations: Market (Labour) and Remittance, Aid, Trade and Investment
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