
2. Politics and Governance of South Asia 
 

Course Code: MAPS - 562 

Credit Hours: 3 

Teaching Hours: 48 

 

This course is designed to make the student familiar with politics of third world countries, South 

Asia in particular. Indeed, the students will be able to understand multiplicity of politics and 

government of this region both in perspective of country specific unique nature and 

characteristics and also a comparative picture on commonality and differences of trajectory of 

democracy in the region. 

 

Objectives: 

1. To make student familiar with politics of Third World countries in general and South 

Asia in particular;  

2. To inform the student about political history, democracy, and interface between state 

and society of South Asian countries; and  

3. To assist the student in making a comparative perspective to understand and analyse the 

critical issues pertaining to political arena of the South Asian countries.  

 

Units:           Class Hours 

I. Colonial History and Post-Colonial Politics      12  

1. Third World Countries 

2. Colonial History 

3. Post-Colonial State Formation 

A. Independence of Afghanistan, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 

B. Partition and Emergence of Bangladesh 

C. Non-colonial states: Bhutan and Nepal  

 

II. Trajectory of Democracy in South Asia      12  

1. Democracy without Interruption: India and Sri Lanka 

2. Chequred History of Democracy: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal and 

Pakistan  

 

III. Contemporary Politics in South Asian Countries     12  

1. Revival of Majoritarianism: India and Sri Lanka 

2. Military in Politics: Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan  

3. A New Republic: Nepal 

4. Monarchy with Cautious Democratization: Bhutan 

 

IV. Ethnic Diversity and Nation Building        12  

1. Accommodation of Diversity: India and Nepal 

2. Islamic Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Maldives and Pakistan 

3. Buddhist Bhutan and Sri Lanka  
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